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May 31 
Stribling, T. S. UNFINISHED CATHEDRAL Doubleday, Doran 


P(ersonal) B(ookshops) In spite of the fact that this is the Book of the Month 
choice for June; in spite of the fact that, as the third and last of the trilogy 
begun in The Forge and continued in The Store, this book is sure to have a wide sale, 
and extensive publicity -— the feeling emerges from almost every page that in this 
book, the author has allowed himself to be carried away by an urge for propaganda 
(specifically the Scottsboro Case, indirectly, social justice and social conditions), 
The plot is thin and ill conceived. The characters, familiar to the reader of the 
earlier books, seem to grow insubstantial and badly motivated. The background and 
atmosphere, attimes, alone seem evidence of the old Stribling.... The story carries 
on into the actual present, involving Colonel Miltiades Vaiden in a case based ob— 
viously on the Scottsboro Case, and ends with the Colonel's death, leaving his own 
monument, the cathedral, unfinished. You are safe on initial orders; watch your 
pick ups, The book is to be extensively advertised, so is certain to be off to a 








good start. $2.50 
June 22 

Rosman, Alice Grant SOMEBODY MUST Minton, Balch 

P.B. There's a "Rosman market" so securely established that it is almost synon-— 


omous with a healthy sale and wide rental among those who want a good story, well 
told, modern enough to have a certain zip, and yet fundamentally sound from the point 
of the conservative reader. This new novel lives up to the traditions, amusing, easy 
reading, well above average, a family story against an English suburban setting, 
upper middle class people. A young Oxford graduate — a girl — is the central figure, 
and she manages to pull her family out from a threatening situation and put things 
back on a firm footing, and to be thoroughly human and likeable in the process, A 
good book for steady summer sales and rentals. The publishers are backing it ex— 
tensively, along the lines of her previous set—ups. $2.00 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS - Fiction 





May 23 
Niven, Frederick TRIUMPH Dutton 


A complete departure from the type of book which MRS. BARRY was. This 
should be easier selling — though it is not likely to cut a wide swathe. An interest— 
ing idea, which doesn't quite come off:— the story of failure, from the world's 
standards, and of justification and success through the least expected channel. The 
man whose failure — in his profession and in society — crushed his wife's affection 
and embittered her, dies, half way through the book. But he lives again in her de— 
termination to give eternal life to his memory, though not through the means she 
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takes. Rather, it is achieved through the medium she neglected, the youngest son, in 
whom his father's genius comes to fruition. The setting is interesting, South America 
and Scotland, in sharp contrast. The tempo is that of his earlier novels, the clash 





between the artistic and the practical also recalls his earlier work. $2.50 
May 23 

Swanson, Neil H,. THE PHANTOM EMPEROR Putnam 

P.B. THE JUDAS TREE was a "dark horse" success last Spring. THE PHANTOM EMPEROR 


is just as good a yarn, and an even more unusual historical background. Swanson seems 
to have a genius for ferreting out extraordinary episodes in our own history, and 
giving them reality. This time "the phantom emperor" is a Frenchman, an officer under 
Napoleon, who thinks himself destined to be an emperor of what is now our southwest : 
and California. By force of his own belief and his dominant personality and charm — 
and, in no small measure, through the personality of his daughter, a girl raised as 
a son and believed by many of her father's followers, to be a youth — this amazing 
man collected equipment and ammunition and supplies, and gathered a band of men, half 
breeds and Frenchmen, and set forth by boat, from Buffalo, westward. Deprived of 
their ship ard a large part of their supplies at Fond du Lac, they struggled through 
a terrific winter in the wilds of Minnesota, and the farce was brought to an end with 
his death during a battle between the Dakotahs and the Ojibways. Against this factual 
background, incredible as it seems, is told a thrilling adventure story, and a glamor— 
ous romance. Now and again, the story seems to be swamped in the intricacy of its 
pattern, but it is good reading throughout. The publishers are planning to back it 
up with advertising in metropolitan newspapers. The history of THE JUDAS TREE should 
make it easy selling. $2.50 
June 4 


Hooke, N. Warner STRIPLINGS Dutton 


A very difficult book to place — and not an easy book to sell. Possibly, 
the fringe of the INNOCENT VOYAGE market, though there is not that element of morbid— 
ity; possibly, too, one side of the appeal of WORTH REMEMBERING, though not so frankly . 
comedy as that. Here is a very English story of two children, seven ani eight at the 
start, thirteen at the close of the story. It is essentially the children's story, 
an inside close—up of their minds, shocks — plenty of them — throughout, and yet 
striking many chords of memory, and frequently tickling the funny bone. The best way 
to sell it is to have someone in your own organization read it, then deliberately 
make a list of possible customers, and try it out on them. Ask them to read a few 
pages and judge for themselves. Don't try to tell them what it is about — as that 
has almost nothing to do with the indefinable appeal. Not a book for circulation, 

I should say. $2.50 


June 5 


Attenborough, G. li. HONEYMOON HOUSE Stokes 


One hundred per cent female — alluring, inconsequential, irritating and 
devastating by turns, shallow in intellectual concept, but with frequent keenness of 
wit and mind and understanding... Such is the heroine of this fanciful love story, 
told with facile grace and a certain slender charm. For a rather conservative market, 
with a trend towards old fashioned romance, and sufficient sense of humor to enjoy 


the tongue in cheek. Unimportant, from the average bookshop standpoint. $2.00 
June 6 
Landi, Elissa THE ANCESTOR Doubleday, Doran 


Pretty poor tale of a woman and two men, — two artistic temperaments in 
conflict, and an understanding outsider, Elissa Landi's name may guarantee some cir-— 
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culation, but the book is not worth purchasing. $2.50 
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Mann, Thomas JOSEPH AND HIS BROTHERS Knopf 


P.B. There's a highly discriminating audience for anything and everything Mann 
writes; there must be a plus sale among those who are interested in a dramatization 
and fictionization of a Biblical story. Beyond that, this may prove a difficult 
book to place...» It is the first part of the proposed monumental novel on one of 
the great chronicles of the Old Testament, and in presenting his material, Mann has 
greatly enriched our understanding of the setting and the psychological and philos— 
ophical scope of a story rich in significance for all time. Back and forth he weaves 
the plot, starting with Jacob as an old man, musing over the past with his favorite, 
Joseph. Bit by bit, a rich pattern is woven in, the characters take form, the story 
grows, and those parts with which we are familiar drop into place, bearing meaning 
they had lacked before. ‘There is nothing here to shock the sensibilities of anyone 
of fundamentalist tendencies — and yet the story seems essentially modern, while true 
to an ancient race and civilization. This volume ends with the death of Rachel. It 
is an important book, but not a book for light reading. As one of the leading books 
on the publisher's list, it will be backed with a carefully placed advertising plan. 
$2675 


June 7 
Bradley, Kenneth BEWARE! THE HAWKS}! Stokes 


Unique in viewpoint — somewhat naive in presentation. Possibly a book for 
the adolescent, rather than the mature reader. A story of Africa, from the inside, 
& looking out, the jungle as seen by a jungle child. It reads almost like a fable. A 
boy is brought up in ignorance of the existence of the white race; then he is sent 
forth to see for himself the white civilization, and to bring back its wisdom to his 
own people. He leans that "the colonel's lady and Judy O'Grady are sisters under 
the skin". Lacks the color and the spirit of adventure that might redeemit. $2.00 


yw. 30 oo ‘\ 
al o unt 2H 
Steen, Marguerite MATADOR (/ Little, Brown 
P.B. Ernest Hemingway, and more recently Baerlein in his life of BELMONTE, THE 


MATADOR, have created a market for bull fight material. Here is fiction, using the 
same rich background and iamorous trimmings, and telling the colorful story of the 
retired matador, Don Jose, secure in his conviction of a permanent place in the sun, 
but losing everything through the defections of his three sons. The story is fascin— 
ating, at times; but at the close, one feels that it is inconclusive and disappoint— 
ing. The picture of life in a Spanish village, the bull fight scenes, all that will 
make it of interest to that particular clientele. There is enough of romance and 
glamour to give it additional value from the circulating library angle, and there is 
less of the element of shock than in Marguerite Steen's earlier books. $2050 





June 10 
Hamsun, Knut THE ROAD LEADS ON Coward, McCann 


& P.B, Here is another author who has a following on which the bookseller can safe— 
iy count. And here, a book for all who have been following his earlier work and wish 
to draw together the loose threads of the Segelfo3s saga. The time is largely the 
present of automobiles, factories and modern business, in conflict with a past from 
which superstition and traditions emerge, and the problems of the bitterness of life 
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are the same, the characters introduced in Children of the Age, Segelfoss Town, 
Vagabonds and August fulfill their social destiny, making a pageant of eternal search 
and striving, magnificent stupidity. There is humor and occasional lightness of 

touch throughout the 600 pages. Not a book for casual pick-up, but an important item. 








$3.00. 

June ll 
Fangen, Ronald DUEL’ Viking 
P.B. A novel of modern Norway, which introduces a new Scandinavian author to an 
American public. A rather extraordinarily gripping book, utterly different from the 
conventional "novel" — a story of human relationships, largely internal, rather than 


a plotted romance. The thread on which the theme is woven is the strange friendship 
from school days, of two men, the one, Dr. Hallem, a morbid, introspective failure, 
from his own viewpoint; the other, Professor Reiter, a public success, of whose 
happy approach to life Hallem had always been jealous to the point, eventually, of 
virtual madness. Into this situation is introduced a sub plot, dealing with the 
families of the two men. And from it all emerges a strangely vital sense of reality, 
without any conviction of rounding out a story — or any need for it. Here is a book, 
that — given a fortunate break — might come through a wide distribution among dis— 
criminating readers. Failing the right start, it seems to lack the self-starter 


qualities. So, watch your critical sources, and your public response. $2250 
June 13 
Hunter, Norman MARRIAGE WITH NINA Morrow 


Story of a superficial weakling — a popular actor — and of a lovely and 
tragic girl; of their romance, begun light-heartedly, ending in grim tragedy, handled 
rather brutally, unnecessarily so, it would seem. The sort of book that the average 
bookshop can do without, but that could probably earn its way in the lending library. 


Don!t placeshowever, with the saccharine light fiction. $2.50 
Supe db a 

Graves, Robert I, CLAUDIUS Smith & Haas 

P.B. Fictionized biography of a Roman emperor, who lived at a strategic period 


in the history of the empire. . A book that some will read because they think it should 
be read, and will be pleasantly disappointed at finding it very entertaining, although 
not conventionally popular. The author has told his story as though it were an auto— 
biography, in which lame, stuttering, weak Claudius writes his own story, in modern 
style, giving from the inside the plots and counterplots, the intrigues and loves and 
hates and vices and virtues and scandals and skeletons of his family and the court. 
The story goes through the long reign of Augustus, to Tiberius, Caligula and his own 
accession, with all the vast spectacles and ceremonies. The people — hitherto names 
on the pages of ancient history to most of us — come alive. A boox that should rate 
leading reviews, and that those who like historical fiction and biography will find 


worth readings $3.00 
June 19 

Ellis, Vivian FAINT HARMONY Stokes 

P.B. A romance with a musical background - and good reading. Will have special 


interest for those who will enjoy the technical aspects, but the story itself is good 
enough to carry through even for the wholly uninitiated. ‘The central character is a 
composer, who in Brussels meets three girls, all of whom play their parts in his life. 
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Brussels, Paris, and the msical world form the background; the picture of continent— 
al life have charm and beauty; the struggle of the musician against the odds of pov— 
erty and lack of recognition, during his early years, rings true. The author is him- 
self a composer — and a story teller as well. Good for summer reading lists. $2.00 


June 27 
Eastman, Elizabeth SUN ON THEIR SHOULDERS Morrow 
P.B. There is something new under the sun — a slice out of American life which, 


up to now, has occurred to no one as a possibility. A story of the Finnish cran- 
berry growers on the Cape, a story of rare quality, which should have a chance with 
those who seized with avidity upon GIANTS IN THE EARTH some years ago. Anyone who 
has driven down Cape Cod and seen countless signs indicating the existence of cran- 
berry bogs, or watched the bent shoulders of the pickers, will feel a certain ex-— 
citement over the gradual unfolding of a quiet emotional tragedy of the old Finn 
whose life ambition has been to become the largest cranberry bog owner on the Cape — 
and whose sons sell him out to the god of materialism. He, to be sure, has made a 
god of his ambition, and relentlessly sacrificed everything on its altar — until he 
in turn is sacrificed. And yet your sympathy grows until you can scarcely bear the 
inevitable end. The plot is tenuous — the characters in themselves, unappealing; 
but there is a vitality, a poignancy in the telling that holds one to the end. A 
dark horse. Watch it. $2.50 


June 28 
Kill, Grace Livingston AMORELLE Lippincott 


Pious drip with scarcely a redeeming characteristic. But Grace Livingston 
Hill has her audience, so far be it from me to discourage the growth of Sunday School 
libraries — and for them this is made to order. $2.00 


Special Note: Of these titles four stand out preeminently, and seem to us to be 
important enough for every bookshop to back. JOSEPH AND HIS BROTHERS, because of 
the distinction of Thomas Mann and his place in literature; THE PHANTOM EMPEROR, 
because it is a rattling good tale, and should ride high on the crest of the enthus— 
iasm for historical fiction; and two dark horses, DUEL and SUN ON THEIR SHOULDERS. 





PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS — Non-Fiction 





May 16 
Tchernavin, Tatiana ESCAPE FROM THE SOVIETS Dutton 


In spite of the fact that this is no outstanding contribution to the lit- 
erature on modern Russia, it is fairly interesting reading, and — for women especially, 
presents the situation of the gently nurtured intellectuals in a way that holds the 
attention. From 1918 to 1930, in brief survey, with the emphasis on the OGPU per— 
secutions and the bland ignorance of the Soviet officialdom. Prison, exile, eventual 
escape and an adventurous and close to tragic trip via Finland to freedom and safety. 


$2.50 
May 20 


Cowley, Malcolm EXILE'S RETURN Norton 


A sort of literary history of the generation Gertrude Stein calls "the lost 
generation" — the men and women who should have taken their place in life between 
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1916 and 1922. Hemingway, Kay Boyle, E. =. Cummings, John Dos Passos, Scott Fitz—_ 
gerald, and many others are shown in their relation to the time and its effect upon 
them, from the literary standpoint rather than the personal and individual. A sort 
of "March of Time" account of the experiences these young hopefuls encountered, their 
thoughts, the struggles, their illusions, their disintegration through lack of fund-— 
amental convictions. There's a certain hysterical tempo in the telling, the material 


is ably handled; but the market is distinctly an intellectual one. $2.75 
May 23 
Stanford, Alfred & MEN, FISH AND BOATS Morrow 


designed by Gordon Aymar 


P.B. The pictorial story of the North Atlantic fishermen, for the customers to 
whom you,sold YACHTS UNDER SAIL last season, and for fishermen everywhere, A stunn— 
ing piece of book making, with 115 carefully selected photographs, arranged roughly 
by classifications of the fishing industry, — "hand lining", "beam trawling", "sein- 
ing", "sword-—Tishing", and so on. Photographs of ships and fish and men. Valuable 
for public libraries — and the ideal gift book for the man who likes the outdoors, 
and particularly, »voats and fishing. $320 


May 2h 
For tune ,Magazine UNDERSTANDING THE BIG CORPORATIONS McBride 


These eleven chapters appeared as leading articles in Fortune and cover the 
following industries: International Harvester, U. S. Rubber, Ford, United Shoe, Con- 
tinental Can, Air Reduction, National Steel, Johns Manville, Pittsburgh Plate, Amer— 
ican Sugar and Cannon Towels. Good reading for the layman, and presenting a general 
knowledge of the leading industries, their background, growth and present outlook 
(although in no sense from the investment viewpoint). The style is better suited to 
periodicals than to book form, but the material will interest those who have not had 
access to the issues of the magazine in which they appeared. Moderate sales $%3,00 


May 28 
Brooks, Van Wyck THREE ESSAYS ON AMERICA Dutton 
P.B. A book for the student of literature, the educated man of affairs, the 


cultured person; the essays form oases in our desert, bits of Americana that should 
stand on shelves between THE EPIC OF AMERICA and Louis Bromfield's THE FARM. Read 
today, essays written in 1915, 1918, 1921, they seem inspired diagnosis of our pres— 
ent ills, probing beneath the surface of the tranquil American scene, predicting the 
plight of the creator and the artist in our present dilemma. Van Wyck Brooks offers 
proof of our lofty ideals and our imperfect behavior; his philosophy is irrefutable, 
his writing superb. He is a master critic. He uses the works of the American class— 
icist to illustrate his tenets. He strips our gray beards bare. (The three essays 
included are: America's Coming of Age, Letters and Leadership and The Literary Life 
in America.) This is a book for the long haul; essential for public libraries. $3.00 











June 1 
Lippmann, Walter THE METHOD OF FREEDOM Macmillan 
P.B. Nothing available on this book, but announcement is here made, as it has 


been added recently to the publisher's list, and should be brought to your attention. 
It is — according to information received — an expression of Mr. Lippmann's conviction 
that the essentials of free government are challenged today as never before. He states 
the principles in which liberty is finding new incarnation and by means of which free 
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men can secure liberty among the disorders of the modern world... Fur ther ee Tr 


will be given when galleys are available. 
June 8 


Coe, George W. FRONTIER FIGHTER Houghton, Mifflin 


An autobiography which is at the same time high ranking among the best of 
the multitude of stories of the settling of our own west. George Coe is still living 
in the community where he fought to bring civilization in and drive lawlessness out, 
and he tells an exciting story, good reading from first page to last. The reader 
follows Coe through Missouri, Kansas, Colorado and southward, herding cattle through 
Indian infested country. He reviews the events leading up to the Lincoln County war, 
the establishment of the first school room, the appearance of the first "sky pilot." 
He shows peaceful days following the lawlessness. He draws the present depression. 
Through much of the story runs the altogether glamorous and charming figure of the 
notorious "Billy the Kid". A man who "sang like a bird", who did not make idle 
threats, who was loyal to his friends. Many other famous figures of the west cross 
the pages. One sees them not as romantic characters, but men living under diffi- 
culties which gave reason for their actions. Of interest to those demanding "escape 


literature" — as well as to anyone interested in the history of the southwest or the 

country. $2.75 
June 18 

Hughes, Langston THE WAYS OF WHITE FOLKS Knopf 


Through the medium of short stories of the negro in conflict with the white, 
Langston Hughes has drawn a picture which is nt flattering to the whites. Beware 
sale in the South. Some of the stories are pathetic — many ironic — a few very dram- 
atic. Uneven in quality. The best are Slave on the Block, Poor Little Black Fellow, 
Cora Unashamed. Some of the stories appeared in Esquire — and elsewhere. For the 








public interested in the negro problem. | $2.00 
Mid June 
Beard, Mary & LAUGHING THEIR WAY Macmillan 


Bruere, Martha Bensley 


An anthology of excerpts from the writings of some fifty women from 1834 to 
the present day, all selected for the purpose of proving that women have a sense of 
humor. A difficult task, from this approach, since that which amuses one generation 
leaves the next one cold. Today we delight in the thrusts of Dorothy Parker and the 
subtle humor of Cornelia Skinner, but the observations of Samantha Allen and Tish 
Carberry's inanities lack savor. Comparatively few of the authors comprising this 
group are familiar names today. Many dusty tomes must have been taken off the shelves 
as the collaborators picked and pruned. The extracts are grouped under various head- 
ings: Local Colorists of the South, The Feminists, Introspective Poets, The Versi- 
fiers, Human Interest Stories, Character Studies, Satire, The Columnist, The Skit. 
The value of this book is chiefly for public library reference shelves. I doubt 
whether the wise cracks of the past will win readers today. $4.00 


Sutton, George M. ESKIMO YEAR F-s/ Macmillan 


Might catch the audience that enjoyed ARCTIC VILLAGE, but lacks the "escape 
reading" quality for that market, and belongs with travel and mild adventure. ‘The 
account of a year — August 1929 to August 1930 -— spent on the island of Southampton, 
north of Hudson Bay, spent by a white man in a community consisting of five whites 
and one hundred and fifty natives, studying the flora and the fauna and the human 
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beings, going native in habits and accepting discomforts, learning to love and under— 
stand the Eskimo. 2050 






































Received too late for inclusion in April 





Durstine, Roy S. RED THUNDER Scribner 


Sketchy but vivid answers to the questions: "How do they look ami act in 
Russia and Germany and Austria today? What is it actually like?" Most of Roy 
Durstine's views of Russia are the opinions of an American business man viewing the 
Russian scenes. One feels at times that he found what he went to find, rather than 
the underlying facts. The chapters on Germany and Austria reflect better the way 
the people feel towards their leaders, analyzing the characteristics of the two 
countries. The book is as readable as a letter from a traveling friend; its faults 
the same. Its market is the prospective visitor to these three countries, people who 
like human interest angles on other people and the business man who hopes to find a 
new market in Russia. $2.00 


Kipling, Rudyard & A HISTORY OF ENGLAND Doubleday, Doran 
Fletcher, C. Re Le 


I suppose there is always a Kipling audience, ready to take on anything to 
which his name is tagged. But this — well, if it didn't have his name attached, it 
would get virtually no American market. In the first place, it is dedicated to boys 
and girls, and for them it is obviously intended. The American publishers are bring 
ing it out on their adult list. In the second place, it is English history, old 
style, uncritical and imperialistic. The Kipling poems, inserted at intervals, are 
the only distinctive feature. The American Revolution is dismissed in comparatively 

@ few pagese The World War does not come into the picture at all. Nor the causes 
leading up to ite The format of the book is fairly attractive, good type and page 
layout, vigorous line drawings, but the marginal headings give a text book feel to 
the whole. Stock for the Kipling inquirer; draw to the attention of the schools 
where it might be of value for school libraries. Carry in both juvenile and adult 
departments. $2.50 


RECOMMENDED MYSTERIES AND THRILLERS 





May 24 
Fitzsimmons, Cortland DEATH ON THE DIAMOND Stokes 


Big League games form a unique background for a series of murders, fair 


meat for an inquiring newspaper man. Better story for men than women, $2.00 
June 8 
Baker, Hugh CARTWRIGHT IS DEAD, SIR Houghton, Mifflin 


The action takes place on a liner, bound for an obscure island and the 
mystery starts with a succession of warnings followed by a murder. The solution is 
an ingenious one, reached by an amateur on board. A good yarn. $2.00 


@ = xox, timotny DEATH IN THE STATE HOUSE Houghton, Mifflin 


Fair tale, with American background, and the murder of the governor of a 
state as the mystery to be solved by the detective of the force. $2200 — 
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June ae | 
Channing, Mark KING COBRA Lippincott 


Not a murder mystery, but a thriller in the Rider Haggard tradition, with 


the interest centering around a revolutionary plot to overthrow the British in ie 9 
June 19 
Queen, Ellery THE CHINESE ORANGE MYSTERY Stokes 


Plenty of confusion caused by all the evidence being turned wrong side be- 
fore, and murder, blackmail and theft mystifying things still further. The scene is 


laid in New York, in the office of a collector of gems and stamps. $2.00 
June 27 
Walling, Re Ae Je THE BACHELOR FLAT MYSTERY Morrow 
Ace one Scotland Yard tale, with MInglish middle class background and mem- 
bers of the aristocracy involved, and Philip Tolefree to the rescue. $2.00 
July 2 
East, Roger CANDIDATE FOR LILIES Knopf 


Well written English mystery tale, involving the House of Burgoyne and the 
strange will of a practical joker who is murdered while he has in his home four 


possible heirs to his fortune. One of the best of recent vintage. $2.00 
Early July 
Dyer, George A STORM IS RISING Houghton, Mifflin 


Melodramatic mystery thriller concerned with a plot to overthrow capitalism 
and the existing United States government, and to install the proletariat. $2.00 


Changes in Publication Dates 





LaFarge, Christopher -— HOXSIE SELLS HIS ACRES (Coward,McCann) from May 6 to June 10 


(Page 2h) 

Norris, Kathleen — THREE MEN AND DIANA (Doubleday, Doran) from February to June 
6. (Page 4) 

White, Stewart Edward — FOLDED HILLS (Doubleday, Doran) from May 16 to June 20, 
(Page 62) 

Carmer, Carl - STARS FELL ON ALABAMA (Farrar) from May 14 to July 1. (Page 73) 

(Selection Literary Guild for July) 

Delafield, E. Me — A PROVINCIAL LADY IN AMERICA (Harper) from May 2 to June 1 
(Page 87) 

Ratel, Simon - HOUSE IN THE HILLS (Macmillan) from early April to May. 
(Page 59) 

Craven, Thomas — MODERN ART (Simon & Schuster) from April 26 to May 11. 
(Page 38) 
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